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Copeland Borough Council recognises that the climate crisis represents a human-made threat and is 
already having far-reaching, irreversible effects on populations, places, economies, society and the 
natural environment, locally, nationally and globally. We welcome the British Government’s 
amendment to the Climate Change Act of 2008, which commits to a Net Zero Carbon UK by 2050, and 
Cumbria County Council’s corresponding commitment to a Net Zero Carbon target for the County.

However, more must also be done to combat the human-made ecological crisis that is as much a 
threat. We are seeing unprecedented rates of species extinction and consumption rates that far 
outstrip the ability of the planet to replenish natural resources – the date at which this occurs each 
year is known as “Earth Overshoot Day”, which in 2019 occurred on 29th July, the earliest ever.

The effects of these crises will be felt differently in different places. Copeland has already borne 
witness to early damaging effects of climate change; flooding of local towns, generally wetter 
conditions with dry summer spells, and extreme weather events, which to date have been minor in 
comparison to some of the global impacts. Such effects will become more frequent and severe. The 
UK will continue to get hotter and wetter, which has implications for public health, resilience, food 
security, land and water management, infrastructure, tourism, energy security and even national 
security. What is certain is that climate change is happening and will get worse. Society must take 
action now to minimise the danger and maximise the benefits.

Copeland takes pride in hosting a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Lake District National Park, other 
natural assets including the Heritage Coast, and sites of strategic national importance, which should 
be protected and preserved. Since the first commercial nuclear electricity generation at Calder Hall in 
1956, Copeland has contributed to the UK’s green economy. Now, world-leading environmental 
restoration capability is being developed in cleaning up the Sellafield site – a site that will continue to 
support low-carbon electricity generation around the UK for decades to come. There is great potential 
for Copeland, as Centre of Nuclear Excellence at the heart of Britain’s Energy Coast, to support future 
clean energy missions to sustainably power the nation.

Copeland Borough Council has already taken steps to reduce our community and corporate 
environmental impact, including implementing a kerbside recycling scheme for residents, reducing 
the carbon footprint of our operational fleet and estate and increasing the biodiversity of our open 
spaces, but we know we must do much more: to protect our rural, coastal environment; to influence 
sustainable practices across the industries that operate here; and as home to the Lake District National 
Park, England’s highest peak and the natural coastline, there is a real opportunity to develop a 
sustainable tourism offer based on the natural environment.

We commit to maximising the benefits that will come from combating, and developing resilience to, 
these crises and in doing so developing a sustainable economy. We will weave sustainability into the 
way we make decisions and this will not be seen as an add-on. In the short term, this will require a 
necessary mind-set shift and behavioural change, with the intention to deliver lasting positive social, 
economic and environmental outcomes in Copeland and beyond.



We recognise that we must act with immediate effect if we are to secure a sustainable future beyond 
the next century, and that this mission is bigger than any personal, corporate or political agenda. We 
commit to taking meaningful collective action to reduce our footprint, in a sustainable way that 
stimulates economic growth and creates beneficial outcomes for our communities, by:

Corporate Ambitions

 Building sustainability into the core of our policy framework and decision making processes, 
expanding our approach to full lifecycle considerations and implementing best practice;

 Assessing the opportunity for the Council to use its assets and estate to drive beneficial 
environmental outcomes;

 Publicly articulating, within appropriate plans and strategies, the commitment to achieve a 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from our own authority's operations, especially energy 
sourcing and use, travel and transport, waste production and disposal and the purchasing of 
goods and services;

 Publically articulating, within appropriate plans and strategies, the commitment to increase 
biodiversity and protect the environment.

Community Leadership

 Working with central government and neighbouring Councils to contribute to the carbon-
reduction targets set out in the UK Carbon Budget and at County level;

 Actively engaging with support networks including the Cumbria Climate Action Group, and 
Local Authority Climate Policy Group to work together towards this common goal;

 Developing plans and supporting projects with our partners and local communities to 
progressively address the causes and the impacts of climate change and environmental 
damage, according to our local priorities, securing maximum benefit for our communities;

 Acting as a supportive partner to local community organisations, businesses and homeowners 
in taking mutually beneficial climate and environment action;

 Helping our residents to understand the challenge and take action.

Copeland Borough Council is a small local authority, under pressure to deliver quality of service within 
ever-constrained budgets. However, we recognise that, while we may not be able to wholly deliver 
the above commitments within our current capability and capacity, this is our ambition and 
responsibility. So, we will find new ways to continue delivering the services that our residents and 
communities expect from us, while striving to deliver the ambitious commitments made in this 
statement.


